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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Larson et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,907,324) (Method for Saving and Accessing Desktop 
Conference Characteristics With a Persistent Conference Object), 

2.1 Regarding claim 1 , Larson discloses a method of operation, to be performed on a 
computing device, the computing device being a selected one of an inviter computing 
device and a non-inviter service providing computing device, the method comprising: 

receiving a request to extend an invitation to a recipient computing device to join 
an inviter computing device to jointly consume a content online (col. 2, lines 36 - 39 
"Security policies may ... require an invitation col. 7, lines 17-23 "invitees"; col. 
8, line 61 - col. 9, line 3 "A level 2 security conference limits the participants to only 
those who are invited."); 

determining whether the inviter computing device is eligible to extend the 
invitation (col. 9; lines 48 - 57 "The Persistent Conference Manager 84 enables a 
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user to initiate an ad hoc conference, suspend or terminate an active conference, and 
generally control the activities within a conference. These activities may include 
adding and deleting documents, inviting, admitting, and ejecting participants, and 
setting or resetting conference policies."); and 

extending the invitation to the recipient computing device, if it is determined that 
the inviter computing device is eligible to extend the invitation to the recipient computing 
device (col. 8, line 61 - col. 9, line 3; col. 9, lines 48 - 57). 

2.2 Per claim 2, Larson teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the determining 
comprises determining whether the inviter computing device has reached an invitation 
limit (col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 3 "a maximum number of participants"; col. 7, lines 17 - 
20 "The maximum number of participants at any point during the conference may also 
be stored in the session profile 75."). 

< 

2.3 Regarding claim 3, Larson discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
determining comprises determining whether the inviter computing device has reached 
an invitation limit for a time period (col. 1, line 65 - col. 2, line 3; col. 7, lines 17 - 20). 

2.4 Per claim 4, Larson teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the determining 
comprises determining whether the inviter computing device has reached an invitation 
limit for inviting the recipient computing device to join the computing device to jointly 
consume the content online (col. 1 , line 65 - col. 2, line 3; col. 7, lines 17-20; col. 9, 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/572, 1 83 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2141 

lines 48 - 57). 

2.5 Regarding claim 5, Larson discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
determining comprises determining whether the inviter computing device has reached 
an invitation limit for inviting the recipient computing device, within a time period, to join 
the inviter computing device to jointly consume the content online (col. 1 , line 65 - col. 
2, line 3; col. 7, lines 17 - 20; col. 9, lines 48 - 57; col. 6 lines 20 - 23 "or other 
electronic communication link."). 

2.6 Per claim 6, Larson teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein if the computing is 
the inviter computing device, the method further comprises engaging in an electronic 
transaction with a distribution computing device to provide the inviter computing device 
with the required eligibility to extend the invitation (col. 8, line 61 - col. 9, line 3; col. 9, 
lines 48 - 57). 

2.7 Regarding claim 7, Larson discloses the method of claim 6, wherein the 
engaging comprises engaging in an electronic transaction that accords the inviter 
computing device an owner status for the content (col. 2, lines 20 - 34). 

2.8 Per claim 8, Larson teaches the method of claim 6, wherein the engaging 
comprises engaging in an electronic transaction that accords the inviter computing 
device a new ownership status, with more rights than a prior ownership status, for the 
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content (col. 8, line 61 - col. 9, line 3; col. 9, lines 48 - 57; col. 2, lines 20 - 34). 

2.9 Regarding claim 9, Larson discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the method 
further comprises providing the computing device ownership status to the recipient 
computing device (col. 8, line 61 - col. 9, line 3; col. 9, lines 48 - 57; col. 2, lines 20 - 
34). 

2.10 Per claim 10, Larson teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the extending is 
performed in accordance with an instant messaging protocol (Abstract; col. 8, line 61 - 
col. 9, line 3; col. 9, lines 48 - 57). 

2.1 1 Regarding claim 11, Larson discloses an article of manufacture, comprising: 
a machine readable medium (col. 4, lines 1 - 19); and 

a plurality of executable instructions designed to enable a computing device to 
perform the method of claim 1 (col. 4, lines 1-19). 

2.12 Per claims 1 2 - 23, the rejection of claims 1-11 under 35 USC 1 02(b) 
(paragraphs 2.1-2.11 above) applies fully. 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenneth R. Coulter whose telephone number is 571 
272-3879. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F, 7:30 am - 4 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571 272-3880. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




